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THE FAIR MAID OP ASTOLAT 



It happened^ on a time« near the Feast of Assumption Day^ that King 
Arthur proclaimed a great joust and tournament that should be on that day at 
Camelot, otherwise <»lled V/inchester. And the king proclaimed that he and 
the King of Scots would joust against all that would come against thenn 

And when this proclamation was tnade^ thither came the King of North 
Wales^ and the King with the Hundred Knights^ and tiie King of Northumber- 
land, and many other noble dukes and earls of other diverse countries. 

So King Arthur made him rea^y to depart to his joust, and would have 
had the queen accompa^ him; but at that time she would not go, she said, 
for she was sick and might not ride. But many thou^ the queen would not 
go because of Sir Laimcelot, for he would not ride with the king; for he said 
he was not yet healed of a wound that he had. Wherefore the king was sad 
and passing wroth, and so he departed toward Winchester with his fellowship, 
and lodged by the way at a town called Astolat. So when the king was departed, 
the queen call^ Sir Launcelot unto her and said thus: 

"Sir, ye are greatly to blame thus to remain behind. What will your 
enemies and mine say and think?" 

"Have ye no fear, madam, " said Sir Launcelot, "Tomorrow I will take 
my way toward Winchester. But know that at the joust I will be against the 
kii^ and against all his fellowship, " 

And so upon the morn, early, he heard mass and dined, and so he took 
his leave of the queen and departed. And in the evening he came to Astolat, 
to the castle of an old baron called Sir Barnard of Astolat, And as Sir 
Launcelot entered into his lodging. King Arthur espied him, as he did walk 
in a garden beside the castle, and knew him well, 

"Well, sirs, " said King Arthur unto his knights that were with him 
beside the castle, "I have now espied one knight that will do passing well at 
the joust, I dare say, " 

"Who is that?" said the knights. 

"At this time ye shall not learn from me!" said the king, and smiled, 

. and went to his lodging. 

So when Sir Launcelot was unarmed in his chamber, the old baron. Sir 
Barnard, came to him and welcomed him in the best manner. But he knew 
not Sir Laimcelot. 

"Fair sir, " said Sir Launcelot to his host, "1 would pray you to lend 
me a shield that were not openly known, for nc^e is well known, " 

t 

"Sir, " said his host^ "ye shall have your desire. I have two sons that 
were 1^ lately made knights. And the eldest is called Sir Tirry^ and he was 
hurt the'^sanie day he was made kni^, and he may not ride; and his shield 
yW shaU^ve; for it ia not known. And if it please you^ my younger son. 
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Sir Lavayne^ shall ride with you tmto that joust, for he is, for his age, strong 
and stalwaz^* And now I pray you to tell me your name. ** 

"As for that; " said Sir Launcelot, "ye must excuse me at this time* If 
God give me grace to speed well at the joust, I shall come agam and tell you 
my name. But i pray you- let me have your son Sir Lavayne with me, and 
that I may have his brother's shield. " 



"Sir, all this shall be done, " said Sir Barnard. 



And this old baron had a daughter that was called at that time the Pair 
^^id of As tolat, and ever she beheld Sir Launcelot and felt great love for 
him. And her name was Blaine. And because of her love for him, she be- 
sought Sir Launcelot to wear upon him at the joust a token of hers. 

"Damsel, " said Sir Launcelot, "if I grant you that, ye may say I do 
more for you than ever I did for any lady. " 

But then he remembered that he would go to the joust disguised, and 
because he had never before worn a token of any damsel, he thoujo^ he would 
wear a token of hers, that thus no one mi^t know him. And he said, 

'Fair maiden, I will wear a token of yours upon my helmet. And there- 
fore what is it? Show it to me. " 

"Sir, " she said, "it is a red sleeve of mine, well embroidered with 
great pearls. 

And so she brought it to him, and Sir Launcelot received it and said, 

"Never before did I do so much for any damseL " 

Then Sir Launcelot gave the Fair JM^id his own shi^d and prayed her to 
keep it until he should come again. 



Then upon a morning King Arthur and all his kni^s departed. And 
then Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavayne made them ready, and each of them had 
a white shield, and Sir LaunceM carried wi^ him ^e red sleeve. 






And so they took their leave of Sir Barnard, the old baron, and of his 

^ *o Camelot, also 

called Winchester. And there was a great throng of kings, dukes, earls, and 
barons^ and ma^y noble knij^ts. But Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavayne were 
lodged privately, that no man in that town was- aware who they were. And 
so they waited there till Assumption Oay^ when the great jouSt should be. 



^ that -day the trumpets blew and King Arthur was set upon a platform 

to behold who did best. (But the Mtig would not let Sir Gawaiiar go froin him, 
for never did Sir Gawaine have th^^^ was in the field. ) 

And upon the side of King Arthur was the King of Scots. And the other party 
was the iflng of North Walesranddhi^ the Ilundred Knig^e and the 

King of Norihumherland. Thenteither plrtsrdrew apart frohi the other and 
every man made him ready in his beat manner to do what he mi^. And 
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* Sir Launcelot made him ready and put the red (^eeve upon his hdhnet and 
fastened it fast# And so Sir Launc^ot and Sir Lavayne departed out of 
Winchester privat^y and rode into a little wood behind the paz^ that was 
against King Arthur’s party. And there they held them still tiH the parties 
smote together# And there began a strong assault on both parties# And the 
knights cd the Round Table, along with others, came in together and beat 
back the Kihg of Northumberland and the i^ng of North Wales* 

When Sir Xjauncelot saw this, as he waited in the little wood, then he 
said unto Sir Lavayne, 

"Now, if ye will help a little, ye shall see yonder fellowship that chaseth 
these men on our side go as fast backward as they went forward. " 

Then Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavayne came in at the thickest of the press, 
and there Sir Launcelot smote down five knights with one spear. And Sir 
Lavayne smote down two more# And then SiS* Launcdot got another great 
Bpeatr, and he smote down four kni^s; and Sir Lavayne smote down 
another. And then Sir Launcelot drew his sword, and he smote on the ri^ 
hand and on the left hand, and by great force he unhorsed timee knights. 

And then the knights of the Table Round withdrew themselves, after 
they had gotten their horses as well as they mi^# 

"Ah, mercy Jesu!" said Sir Gawaine, "VThat knight is yonder, that doth 
such marvelous deeds in that field?" 

"l know what he is, " said the king, "but at this time I will not name, 
him#" 

"Sir, " said Sir Gawaine, "l would say it were Sir Launcelot by his 
riding and his buffets that 1 see him deal.^ But yet it seems it should not be 
he, for he beareth that red sleeve upon hi^ helmet; for 1 never knew him to 
beer token of a la^y at ax^ joust# " 

^''Let him be, " said King Arthur, "for he \7ill be known before he departs* " 

Then the party that was against King Arthur was well comforted, and 
th^ that had been so sorely forced back now held themselves together. Then 
nine kni^s of Sir Launcelot’s kin thrust in mightily, for they were all noble 
kni^ts and thought to rebulce Sir launcelot, for they Imew him X 30 t. 

And so the^ came hurling together and smote down many knights of 
North Wides and Northumberland. And when Sir Launcelot saw &em fare so, 
he got a great spear in his hand; and three knights of his kin encountered 
with him at once. Sir Bora, SirBctor, and Sir LloneL And they three smote 
him at once Wiilr their spears, and witii force th^ smote Sir Launcelot’s 
horse to the earth# And misfortune Sir Bors smote Sir Launcelot through 
the shidld into his^side^ and the spear brake and the head was left in bis side. 

V/hen Sir Lavayne saw his master lie on the ground he ran to the King of 
Scots at^^ smdte hhm ththe earth and brbu^ bis hdrsc ^o Sir launcelot and 





made him to mount upon that horse. And Sir Liaimcelot felt so 

sorely hurt that he thou^ he would have his death. Yet he hurled into the 
^ckest press of them <dl, and did there the most marvelous deeds of arms 
that ever man saw. And though he mi^ have slain mai^ hni^s of his kin. 
when he saw their faces his heart would not let him. and so he left them 
there. 

And then the king blew retreat, and the prize was given to the kni^ 
with the white shield that bore the red sleeve. Then came the King of North 
Wales and the King of Northumberland and the King with the Hundred Knights 
and said unto Sir Launcelot. 

*'Fair kni^. God bless you. for much have ye done for us this day. 

And therefore we pray that ye will come with us and receive the honor and 
the prize as ye have worshipfuUy deserved. " 

"Fair lords. " said Sir Launcelot. "if I have deserved thanks. I have 
richly bought it. for 1 am never likdly to escape v/ith my life. Therefore I 
pray that ye wiU let me depart, for I am sorely hurt. " 

And therewithal he groaned piteously and rode away till he came to the 
edge of a woods. And v/hen he was sure he might not be seen, then he said 
with a high voice and a great groan. 

"Ah. gentle kni^. Sir Lavayne ! Help me draw this spear out of my 
side, for it siicketh me so sore that it nearly slayeth me. " 

"Ay, my lord. " said Sir Xiavayne. "l would ^dly do what might please 
you. bid I fear that if I pull it out ye shall be in peril of death. " 

"1 charge you, " said Sir Launcelot. "as ye love me. draw It out!" 

And therewithal they descended from their horses, and forthwith Sir 
Lavayne drew the spear out of Sir Launcelot* s side, and Sir Launcelot gave 
a great shriek and a grisly groaz^ and the blood burst out. almost a pint at 
once. And at the last he sanlc down and swooned, deadly and pale. 

And when Sir Launcelot opened his eyes, then Sir Lavayne put him upon 
his hprse. and then thpy srpde till they came to a hermitage where was a her- 
mit that was once ft noble knight of the fellowship of King Arthur. And his 
name was Sir Baudvdhi of Britahi. And .when Sir Lavayne saw him he begged 
him for God*s sake to hplp. 

"What kxdfpt is he?" said the hermit. "Is he of the house of King 
Arthur or not?'* 

**l know not. " said Sir Lavayne. **But 1 know 1 saw him this day do 
marvelous deeds of arms. ** 

But the hermit beheld Sir launcelot better, and saw a wound on his 
cheek that he was Sir Latmcelot,i 

'''i^las. " said the hermit. **my own lord ! Surely I ought to know you, for 
ye are the most noble kni^ of the world. For v/ell 1 know you for Sir 
Launcelot. " 



And sa the hermit bore him into the hermitage and unarmed him and 
laid in a bed* And then he staunched his blood and made him to drink 
good nrim» so that he was well restored. 

^ when, after the tournament, the kings of both parties were together 
iud the great feast was being h^d. King Axthur asked where was that kni^ 
that bore the red sleeve. 

*'Bring him before me, that he may have the prizCp as it is right. " 

Then spoke the King with the Hundred Knights and said, 

**We suppose that kni^ is so wounded that he is never likely to see you 
or any of us. And that is the greatest pity that ever we knew. 

'*Alas, " said the Idng, "this is the worst tidings that came to me these 
seven years ! For 1 would not, for all the lands I own, learn that that noble 
kni^ were slain. " 

"By my head, " said Sir Gawaine, "if he may be found, I shall find him, 
for I am sure he is not far from this country. " 

Bi|^ so Sir Gawaine took a squire with him and rode all about the 
country, and by the way he happen^ to lodge at Astolat^with Sir Barnard, 
where Sir lAuncelot had lodged. And as he was in his chamber. Sir Barnard 
and his daughter Blaine came in to him to ask him who did best at the 
tournament of Winchester. 

"So God me help, " said Sir Gawaine, "there were two knij^s that bore 
two white shields, one of them bore a red sleeve upon bis head, and 
certainly he was the best knight that ever I saw. For I dare say that one 
kni|^ with the red sleeve smote down for^ kni^ts of the Round Table, and 
his fellow did right well and worshipfuUy. " 

"Now blessed be God, " said the Fair Maid of Astolat, "for he is the 
man in the world that I first loved, and truly he shall be the last that ever I 
shall love. " 

"Now, fair maiden, " said Sir Gawaine, "is that good knight your love?" 

"Certainly, sir, " she said. 

"Then know ye his name?" said Sir Gawaine. 

"Nay, ^truly^ sir, " said the damsel, "I know neither his name nor from 
whence he came, but 1 promise X love him. " 

' "Bbw/had ye knowledge of him first?" said Sir Gawaine. 



Then^^he^told hini all^: how her father entrusted him her brother to do 
ddm sbrviee# *hd hem her fiather lent him her brother Sir Tirry's shield. 












- 6 - 



"And here with me he left his own shield, " she said, 

*'For what cause £d he so?" said Sir Gawaine, 

"His sliield was full well known among many ndble kni^ts, " said the 
dams^ 

"Ah^ fair damsel, " said Sir Gawaine, "will it please you to let me have 
a si|^ oi that shidd?" 

So the shield was sent for, and when Sir Gawaine beheld it he knew at 
once that it was Sir Launcelot's shield, 

"Ah, Jesu mercy!" said Sir Gawaine, "now is my heart more heavier 
than ever it was before. Fair damsel, ye love the most honorable kni^ of 
the world and the man of most worship. And tnfly, I have known that noble 
knight these four-and-twenty years, and never did I nor any other knight see 
him bear a token of any lady at a tournament. And therefore, fair maiden, 
ye are much beholden to him to give him thanks. But 1 fear that ye shall 
nevermore see him in this worl£ " 

"Alas, " said she, "how may this be? Is he slain?" 

"l say not so, " said Sir Gawaine, "but he is grievously wounded. And 
know ye now that he is the noble knight Sir Launcelot, for by this shield I 
know him," 



*'"'?Alas ! " siaid the Pair Maid of Astolat. "And what was his hurt ? " 

"Truly, " said Sir Gawaine, "the man in the world that loved him best 
hurt him. And I dare say that if that kni^ knew he had hurt Sir Laimcelot, it 
would be the gr eatest sorrow that ever came to his heart. " 

"Now, fair father, " then said Blaine, "I require that you give me leave 
to ride and seek him, or else 1 shall go out of mv mind. For I shall never 
stop till 1 find him and my brother Sir Lavayne. " 

"Do as you like, " said her father, "for I sorely regret the hurt of that 
noble kni^. " 

Right so the maid departed, making great sorrow. Then on the mom 
Sir Gawaine came to King Arthur and told him hov/ he had found Sir Launcelot’s 
shield ijc the keeping of the Fair Maid of Astolat. 

"All that, " said King Arthur, "l knew before, and for that cause I would 
not /let you have ado at the great joust; for 1 saw him when he came vaato his 
lodgings, late at night, at Astolat. But I have great marvel, that ever he 
would bc^r any token o£ a damsel, for ere now I never knew him to do so. " 

"By my head, " said Sir Gawaine, "the Fair Maid of Astolat loveth him 
marvelously well. What it meancth, I cannot say. She is ridden to seek him. " 



J 
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So:the king and all cam^ to London, and there Gawaine openly disclosed 
to all the court that it was Sir I^tuncelot that jousted beirt* And when Sir Bors 
heard that, he was a heavy man. But when the queen heard that it was Sir 
Launcelot that bore the red sleeve of the Fair Wfeid of Astolat, she was nearly 
out of her mind with rage. And she sent for Sir Bors de Ganys in all haste. 
And when Sir Bors was come before the queen she said^ 

"Ah, Sir Bors ! Have ye not heard say how falsely Sir laimcelof hath 
betrayed me?" 

"Alas, madam, " said Sir Bors, "I fear he hath betrayed himself and us 

aU, " 



"No matter, " said the queen, "if he be destrc^ed. For he is a false 
traitor kn^xt. " 

"Madam, " said Sir Bors, "l pray you say so nomore, for I may not hear 
such language of. him. " 

"Why so. Sir Bors?" said she. "Should I not call him traitor when he 
bore the red sleeve upon his head at Winchester at the great joust? 

"Madam, " said Sir Bors, "the bearing of that sleeve grieved me. But 
1 dare say he bore it only so that none of his kin should know him. 

t- 

"Fie on him!" said the queen. "And yet, for all his pride and boasting, 
ye proved yourself there a better man than he. " 

"Nay, madam, say ye nevermore so. For he beat me and my fellows, 
and mi|^ have slain us, if he had wished. " 

"Fie on him!" said the queen. "I heard Sir Gawaine say before my 
lord Arthur that it is marvelous to teU of the great love that is between the 
Fair Maid of Astolat and him, " 

"Madam, " said Sir Bors, "I may not stop Sir Gawaine from sajring 
what he likes. But as for my lord Sir Launcelot, I dare say that he loveth 
all ladies the same. And therefore, madam, ye may say what ye will^but I 
Will hasten to seek him and find him wheresoever he may be, and may God 
send me good tidings of him ! " 

And so we leave them there, and speak of Sir Launcelot, that lay in 
great danger. And as this Fair Maid Elaine came to Winchester she sought 
there all about, and by bhance Sir Lavayne, her brother, had ridden forth 
thiikt day, and at once as this maiden Elaine saw him, she cried aloud to him; 
and when he heard her he came to her. And then she asked her brother, 

4 - ' * 

"How doth my lord. Sir Launcelot?" 

"Who told you, sister, that my lord’s name was Sir Launcelot?" 

Then she told him how Sir Gawaine had known him by his shield. So 
Sir Lavayne brought her to Sir Launcelot, and when she saw him lie so sick 
and pale in his bed, she shrieked and said, 

er|c 



"My lord. Sir Laimcelot! Alas, why lie ye in this plight?" 

And then she swooned* And when she came to herself. Sir l<auncelot 

said, 

"Fair maiden, wliy fare ye thus ? For ye put me at more pain. But if 
ye be come to comfort me^ ye be right welcome. And of this little hurt that 
I have, I shall hastily be healed, by the grace of God, But I marvel who told 
you my name. •* 

And sc this maiden told him all, 

"Alas ! " said Sir Launcelot, "l regret that my name is known. " 

And he reflected in his mind that Sir Gawaine would tell Queen Guenever 
how he bore the red sleeve and for whom, and he knew well that that woiild 
cause great axiger. 

But this maiden Elaine never went from Sir Launcelot, but watched him 
day and night, that there was never a woman did kindlier for ax^r man. Then 
Sir Laimcelot prayed Sir Lavayne to keep watch in V/inchester for Sir Bors if 
he came there, a^ told him by what token he should know him: by a wouxid 
in his forehead. 

"For I am sure, " said Sir Launcelot, "that Sir Bors will seek me, 
for he is the same good kxiight that hurt me. " 

Axxi when Sir Bors came to Winchester, Sir Lavayne laid watch for him, 
and at once brought him to the hermitage. And when Sir Bors saw Sir 
Laimcelot lie in his bed, dead pale and discolored, for kindness and pity he 
could xiot speak, but wept tenderly a great while. But when he might speak, 
he said tiius: 

"Ah, my lord. Sir Launcelot, God bless you and send you a hasty re- 
covery* J fear that God is greatly displeased with me, that He would allow 
me to have such a shan^e as to hurt you. Alas, that ever such a miserable 
kxiight as I should have the power to hurt the most noble knight of the world! 

I shamefully set upon you and overcharged you, axid yet when ye might have 
slain me, ye saved me. Wherefor /, my lord. Sir Laimcelot, I ask you mercy I 

"Fair cousix^ " said Sir Launcelot, "ye be right welcome. But know 
that ye say things that please me xu^t. For with pride I would have overcome 
you all. And for my pride I was near slaixi, and that was mine own fault. For 
there is an old saying, *there is hard battle where kin and friends do battle 
agaixist each other. * Ther^ore, fair cousin, let us leave this matter. 

Then Six* Bors leaned upon his bedside and told Sir Launcelot how the 
queen was greatly wroth with him. 

"I am right sorry, " said Sir Launcelot, "but I deserved no wrath, for 
all that I did was because I would not be known. " 
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”Sir, ri^t so I excused you, " said Sir Bors, "but all was in vain. But, 
sir, is tKia she, that is so busy about you, that men call the Fair Maid of 
Astolat?" 

"it is- she, " said Sir liauhc^ot. "By no means can 1 put her from me. " 

^^?7hy should ye put her from you?" said Sir Bors. "For she is a passing 
fair damsel. Would God, fair cousin, that ye could love her; but as to that, 

I may not advise you. But I see by her diligence about you that she loveth you 
entirely. " 

"That grieveth me, " said Sir Launcelot. 

"Well, " said Sir Bors, "she is not the first that hath lost her pai?i upon 

II 

you. 



And so they talked of many more things. And within three or four days 
Sir Launeelot grew strong and active. Then Sir Bors told Sir Launcelot how 
there was to be a great tournament between King Arthur and the King of North 
Wales, that should be upon All Saints' Day at V/inchester. 

"Is that truth?" said Sir Launcelot. "Then shall ye abide with me still 
a little while until I.be well, for I feel myself reasonably big and strong. 

"Blessed be God!" said Sir Bors. 

Then were they there together nearly a month, and ever this maiden 
Elaine did her best for Sir Launcelot both night and day; wherefore Sir Bors 
was greatly pleased with her. 

So upon a day, by the assent of Sir Lavayne, Sir Bors, and Sir Launcelot, 
they made the hermit and fair Elaine to seek in the woods for herbs. And so 
in the meanwhile Sir Latmcelot made Sir Lavayne to arm him, that he might 
tiy himself on horseback, to know whether he might wield his armor and his 
spear, despite his woimd, or not. 

And so when Sir Launcelot was upon his horse, he bade Sir Lavayne 
give him the great spear. And then the horse, which was lusty and strong, 
because he had not been ridden for a month, leaped mightily when he felt the 
spurs, and Sir Launcelot, that was the noblest horseman in the world, 
strained him- mightily and firmly* But he strained himself so severely, with 
so great force, that the bottom of his wound burst both within and without, 
and therewithal the blood came out so fiercely that he mi^t not sit upon his 
horse. And then Sir Launcelot cried, 

"Ah, Sir Bors and Sir Lavayne, help! For I am come unto mine end!" 

And therewith, he f ^ down to the earth like a dead corpse. And then 
Sir Bors and Sir Lai^yne came unto him with great sorrow *making^ And so 
Ijy ehance thie maiden E^ heard their mouriaing; and she came^- and when 

she foundtSiih l^uncelotshe iCided M wept as ifi^he had mad^ And she 
kissed him and did what she might to awake him, and then she rebuked her 
brother and Sir Bors, and called them false traitors, and said. 



o 
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"Why would ye take hira out of his bed? If he die, I will charge you 
with his death!" 

And so with that came the hermit. Sir Baudwin of Britain, and when he 
found Sir Lauhcelot iniihat plight he was passing wroth, but he said only, 

"Let us take him im " 

And they bore Sir Launcelot into the hermitage and unarmed him and 
laid idm in his bed; and evermore his woimd bled violently, but he stirred 
not a limb. Then the knight -hermit put a thing in his nose and a little water 
in his mouth, and then Sir Launcelot waked from his swoon. And then the 
hermit staunched his bleeding, and when Sir Launcelot might speaK he asked 
why he put his life so in danger, 

% 

"Sir, " said Sir La un celot, "becatise 1 thought I had been strong enough. 
Sir Bors told me there should be at All Saints* Day a great tournament between 
Kmg Arthur and the King of North Wales, And therefore I thought to try 
myself, to know whether I^mig^t be there or not. " 

"Ah, Sir Launcelot, " said the hermit, "your heart and your courage will 
never be done until your last day! But now do by my advice: let. Sir Bors 
depart and do at that tournament what he may; and, by the grace of God, when 
that tournament be done and he come hither again, sir, ye shall be healed. " 

Then Sir Bors made him rea^ and departed and came to the court of 
Kin^; Arthur and told them in what place he had left Sir Launcelot. 

"l am sorry for that, " said the king, "But since he has his life, we 
may all thank God, " 

"Fie on him ! " said the queen, "I am right sorry if he shall have his 

life. " 



Madam, he shall have his ilfe^ " said Sir Bors, "and whoever wishes 
otherwise,, except you, madam, we of his kin would help to shorten their 
lives I But, ma^m, ye have often been displeased with my lord Sir Launcelot, 
but at all times in the end ye found him a true kni^t, " 

And so. he departed. And. then every knight of the Round Table that was 
at that time present made them ready for that tournament at All Saints* Day. 
And as the day drew near, thither came the King of North- Wales and the K&g 
with thej^ndred Knights, and mai^ knights of Averse countries. 

And on that day. Sir Gav/aine did great deeds of arms, and began first; 
and the heralds numbered that he smote down twenty knights. And Sir Bors de 
, Ganys cam^ in at tthe sainertime as Sir Gawaine, and it was numbered that he 
smote down twenty knights; and therefore the prize wfijj given between them 
both, for they began fir^ and endured longest. Also Sir Gareth did that day 
» great deeds of arms, for he smote down and pulled down thirty knights; but 
when he had done these deeds he departed suddenly, and therefore he lost his 
prize. 
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So when this touniament was done Sir Bors departed, and rode till he 
came to I»auncelot,t ^ cqus^ And he found hi^ waBdhg on his feet, 

anil each made great joy of the p^er, $o then they made ibem ready to 
depart from the herzmtage. And so.uopn a mom Siey took their horses, 
and £S^^e went wi^ them* And. when they came to Astolat, there were 
they well lodged. But upon the mon^ when Sir Laimcelot should depart, 
fair Elaine brought her .fatiier with her, and Sir Lavayne, and Sir Tirry, . 
and then she said ttjus: 

”My lord. Sir Launcelot, now I see ye will depart from me. Now, 
fair and courteous kni^, have mercy upon me and let me not die for your 
love. ” 

"What would ye that I did ? " said Sir launcelot. 

"Sir, I would have you for my husband, " said Elaine. 

"Fair damsel, I thank you heartily, " said Sir launcelot, "but I am 
resolved never to be a wedded man. " 

"Then, fair khi^t, " said she, "will ye be my lover?" 

"Jesu defend me!" said Sir launcelot. "If 1 did that, I should ill 
reward your father and your brother for their great goodness. " 

"Alas !" said she, "then I must die for your love. " 

"Ye shall not do so, " paid Sir laimcelot. "Fair damsel, I shall never 
marry. But because ye love me as ye say ye do, I will, for your goodwill 
and ^dness, show you some goodness. Tbat iP this, that whenever ye 
shaU set. your heart u|X)n some.^od knight that will wed you, I shall ^ve 
you together a thousand pounds yearly. And always, while 1 live, will I 
be your own knight. " 



"Sir, of all this, " said the maiden, "I want none. For unless ye will 
wed me, or be my lover, at the least, know; Sir Launcelot, that my days 
are done. " 

"Faiy damsel, " said Sir Launcelot, "from these two things ye must 
excuse me." 



Then she shrieked shrilly and fell down in a swoon, and women bore 
her to her c^in^er, and there she made overmuch sorrow. And then Sir 
I^tincel^ wbil4<^ dei^rt, and he asked Sir Lavayne what he would do. 

"Sir, * skid' Sir Lavkyne, I will fblldw you, unless ye drive me from 
you or command me to go from you. " 

THeii came Sir Erhard tO Sir Launcelot and said to him. 






, "X see Jhy your sake. " 

♦ a 

f f kW^ior jy, I^«^celot^ , ";that she loveth^ meas she 

I, I c6usbr tkm sowo^iA of her 

Fbj?;,s|ie!&'A gentle and well taught. 
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Then Sir Launcelot took his leave, and so thoy departed and came to 
Winchester, And when ICing Arthur knew that Sir Launcelot was come v/hole 
and soun4 the king made great joy of him; and so did Sir Gawaine and ^ 
the knights of the Hound Table, But Queen Guenever was greatly wroth with 
Sir Launcelot, and would no means speak with him. 

And all the while the. Fair Maid of Astolat made such sorrow day and . 
night that she never slept, nor ate, nor drank. So when she had thus, endurec 
ten days, and was so feeble that she must needs pass out of this world, then 
she confessed herself and received the Jlast rites. 

And then she called her father. Sir Barnard, and her brother. Sir 
Tirry, and heartily she prayed that they mi^t write a letter for her. And 
when the letter was written, then she prayed that she might be watched 
until she were dead. 

*'And then, ” said she, "let this letter be put in my right hand. And 
let me be put in a fair bed, with all the richest dothes that I have, and so 
let my^bedbe drawn in a chariot to the River Thames; and there let me be 
put within a little barge, and but one man with me, such as ye trust, to row 
me thither; and let my barge be covered with black samite over and over. 
And thus, father, I beg you, let it be done. " 

So her father granted her faithfully that all things should be done as 
she had said. Then her father and her brother made great sorrow for her. 
And when this was done, straightway she died. 

And when she was dead, the corpse and the bed were taken into the 
Thames, and there a man and the corpse and all the things she had 
mentioned were put in the Thames. And so the man rowed the barge unto 
Westminster, and there it rubbed and rolled to and fro a great while before 
atQT man espied it. 



So by chance King Arthur and Queen Guenever were talking together 
at a window, and so as they looked on the Tliames they espied tlmt black 
barge, and marveled what it meant. Then the king called Sir Kay and 
showed it to him, and said, 

"Now go ye thither, and take with you Sir Brandiles and Sir Agravaine, 
and bring me word what is there, " 

- . ^ • > 

Then these three knights departed and came to the barge and went in. 
And there they found the fairest corpse lying in a rich bed that eVer eye saw, 
and a poor man sitting in the barge’s end, and no word would he speak. So 
these three knights returned unto the king again and told him what they 
found, 

"That fair corpse will I see, " said the king. 

And so the king took the queen by the hand and went thither. Then the 
king ordered the barge to be made fast, and then the king and the queen 
went in with certain kni^ts, and there he saw the fairest woman lie in a 
rich bed, covered with xnany rich clothes, and all was of cloth of gold. And 
she lay as if she smiled. Then the queen espied the letter in her right hand 
and told the king, and the king took it and said. 



RIC 






KM 



















13 - 



”Now I am sure this letter will t^ us what she was« and why she is 
come hither. 

So then the king and the queen went out of the barge^ and when the king 
was come to his chafer he called many kni^s about hixn^ and said that he 
would openly learn what was written within ttot letter. ‘Ihen ^e king opened 
it, and made a clerk to read it^ and this was the mea^g of the letter: 

"Most noble knight, my lord Sir I^imcelot, now hath death divided us 
two. I was your lover, that men called the f^ir Maid of Astolat. Therefore 
unto all ladies I lam<3nt; yet pray ye for my soul and bury me, at the least, 
and offer ye my mass-penx^. This is my last request, I died a pure maiden, 
I take God to vdtness. And pray for my soul. Sir Launcelot. " 

This was all that was in the letter. And when it was read, the king, 
the queen, and all the knights wept for pity. Then was Sir Launcelot sent 
for, and King Arthur made the letter to be read to him. And when Sir 
JLauncelot heard it, word by word, he said, 

"My lord Arthur, imderstand that I am right sorrowful for the death 
of this lad^. God knoweth I was never causer of her death, and that I widl 
assert before her own brother that is here. Sir Lavayne. I will not deny 
that she was both fair and good, and much was X beholden unto her; bitt 
she loved me beyond measure. 

"Sir, " said the queen, "ye might have shown her some kindness and 
gentleness which mi^t have saved her life. " 

"Madam, " said Sir Ijauncelot, "she would be satisfied in no other way 
except that she be my wife, or else my lover, and these two things I would 
not grant her. But I offered her, for the good love that she showed me, a 
thousand pounds yearly when she should marry. For, madam, I loye not 
to be forced to love, for love must only arise from the heart, and not by 
force, " 



. Then after a time the queen sent for Sir Launcelot and begged pardont, 
because she had been wroth with him without cause. 

"This is not the first time, " said Sir Launcelot, "that ye have been 
displeased with me without cause. But, madam, ever must I tolerate you, 
thoui^ye care not what sorrow I endure. " 

Then said the king unto Sir launcelot, 

"Sir, it is for you to oversee that she be honorably buried. " 

f "Sir, " said Sir Laimcelot, "that shall be done as I can best devise. " 

ii 

• And many knights went thither to behold that fair dead maiden; and 

^ upon the morn she was richly laid to rest. And then the poor man went 

again with the barge. 



